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earlier Nahuas or to a different and still earlier race,
they are largely allegorical; but practically all
American aborigines' traditions are filled with al-
legories,, and it Is extremely difficult If not impossible
to sift the facts from the fiction* But we know that
whatever may have been their former history, the
Aztecs reached their highest attainments In many
lines after they founded the City of Mexico or
Tenochtitlan. And as they advanced in civilization and
power and subjugated other races and brought them
under Aztec dominion, they absorbed, borrowed and
adapted various features and phases of the many cul-
tures and religions. This resulted In a very complex
mythology, a most involved religion, a remarkably
varying culture and a most elaborate and fabulously
rich and powerful court. The palace of the Monte-
zuma, as the Aztec emperor was called, literally out-
shone that of Solomon, and the famous king of Israel
in all his glory would have paled by comparison with
the Aztecs' ruler. His garments were of the finest
cotton most beautifully woven in intricate symbolic
designs of many colors. His mantles were marvel-
ous affairs formed of hundreds of thousands of tiny,
iridescent feathers from humming-birds and trogans,
and scintillated with all the prismatic brilliancy of
the rainbow. Precious stones and massive golden
jewelry adorned his arms, legs and breast. He
carried a wonderful ceremonial shield of priceless
feather mosaic. His obsidlan-bladed dagger had a
hilt of carved jade and turquoise inlay, and upon his
head he wore a golden crown topped by the long,
waving, iridescent green plumes of the sacred quetzal.
Scarlet, white and green were the colors of this